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To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Ennerdale  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  this  preface  to  the  Annual  Report  for  1961  it  should 
first  be  recorded  that  the  population  has  passed  the  30,000 
mark,  and  is  now  the  biggest  of  any  County  District  in 
Cumberland.  Rateable  value  has  increased  correspondingly. 
Admittedly  the  level  of  unenaployment  has  been  higher  than 
usual  but  It  has  remained  below  the  Regional  average,  and 
there  are  unfulfilled  demands  for  skilled  workers.  Despite 
fluctuations  in  employment  contraction  in  some  industries 
should  be  ofliset  bv  expansion  in  others  and,  despite  a more 
cautious  outlook  o-enerallv,  Ennerdale  Rural  District  has  a 
considerable  amount  of  development  ahead. 

To  a large  extent  physical  health  is  secondary  to  econ- 
omic health,  and  this  seems  to  have  been  good  in  the 
year  under  review.  One  notable  feature  of  the  statistics  is  a 
further  decline  in  the  amount  of  tuberculosis. 

Medical  officers  are  required  to  give  certain  information 
in  their  1961  Reports  regarding  water  supplies  and  sewage 
disposal  and  due  prominence  has  been  given  to  these  subjects. 
Sewage  disposal  is  undergoing  a slow  transformation,  a costlv 
process  moreover  since  the  Council  is  already  committed  to 
schemes  costing  well  over  ^qoo,ooo.  Within  the  next  few 
vears.  however,  the  sewerage  of  the  whole  District  will  have 
been  re-organised,  and  this  in  turn  means  more  outlay  on  the 
skilled  maintenance  which  new  treatment  works  must  have  to 
remain  in  effecient  operation.  This  expense  will  be  well 
justified  by  the  cleaning  up  of  our  rivers  and  beaches. 

The  Council’s  powers  and  duties  with  regard  to  water 
supply  were  formally  handed  over  to  the  South  Cumberland 
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Water  Board  during  the  year,  but  it  retains  the  responsibility 
for  ascertaining  the  sufficiency  and  wholesomeness  of  water 
supplies  within  the  District.  Sampling  by  officers  of  the 
Health  Department  therefore  continues  as  before.  The  con- 
stitution of  the  Board,  which  includes  four  Members  of  the 
Couiicil,  and  regular  contact  between  officers  of  the  two 
authorities  ensure  that  the  Council’s  interests  are  fully  repre- 
sented. 


Tlie  housing  programme  unfortunately  made  slow  pro- 
gress. Houses  under  construction,  that  term  including  site 
preparation,  numbered  437.  But  completion  of  schemes 
numbered  only  92  houses  in  Cleator  Moor,  Frizington  and 
E^remont.  A start  was  made  on  loncr-awaitcd  houses  at 
Parton  of  which  33  were  being  built  by  the  end  of  the  year. 
But  one  delay  after  another  befell  the  Orgill  estate  of  293 
houses  where  the  contractors  were  on  the  site  in  January,  but 
by  December  had  completed  only  twelve.  True,  126  were 
in  course  of  erection,  but  re-housing  from  clearance  areas  in 
Egremont  was  just  one  of  the  Council’s  plans  frustrated. 

Enzington,  parts  of  which  became  confirmed  clearance 
areas  in  September,  i960,  was  even  worse  off  with  contractors 
still  not  on  the  building  site  by  the  end  of  1961.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  competing  demands  on  building  resources  in 
West  Cumberland  both  for  housing  and  industrial  projects 
were  a major  obstacle,  but  the  consequences  are  serious  for 
those  people  who  must  face  another  winter  in  decaying 
property.  The  continued  efforts  of  the  Health  and  Housing 
Committee  to  increase  the  pace  of  building  have  deserved  a 
better  reward  in  terms  of  results. 


I wish  to  acknowledge  the  unfailing  support  I have  re- 
ceived from  Members,  to  thank  fellow  members  of  the  staff, 
and  to  mention  in  particular  Mr.  R.  M.  Howells,  Senior 
Additional  Public  Health  Inspector.  By  the  time  this  Report 
appears  Mr.  Howells  will  have  retired  on  completion  of  more 
than  twenty  three  years’  service  with  the  Council.  His  en- 
cyclopaedic knowledge  of  the  District  must  regrettably  go 
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with  him,  but  he  will  be  remembered  much  more  for  con- 
scientious  application  to  his  duties  and  an  unruffled  good 
temper  which  made  him  an  invaluable  colleague.  He  carries 
with  him  the  best  wishes  of  his  many  friends. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  N.  DOBSON. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 
I. — General  Statistics. 

Area  of  Rural  District  in  acres  ...  88730 

Population  (Registrar-General's  estimate,  mid- 
year, 1961)  31,060 

Census  Population,  1961  ...  ...  ...  30.870 

Persons  per  acre  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.35 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1961-62  accord- 
ing to  rate  books  ...  ...  ...  ...  9,471 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £323,136 

Estimated  Product  of  a Penny  rate,  1962-63  ...  £1,333 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

(a)  Number  of  legitimate  live  births  ...  613 

Number  of  illegitimate  live  births  28  (4.4%) 

Total  live  births  ...  ...  ...  641 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population 

20.6 

Adjusted  Birth  Rale  per  1,000  of  population 

20.8 

(b) 

Number  of  legitimate  still  births 

20 

Number  of  illegitimate  still  births 

2 

Total  still  births 

22 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  33.2 

DEATHS. 

(a) 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1 year) 

Legitimate  infants 

15 

Illegitimate  infants 

4 

Total  infant  deaths 

19 

Infant  mortality  rote  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000 

29.6 

legitimate  live  births  ...  

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000 

24.4 

illegitimate  live  births 

143 

(b) 

Neo-Notol  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4 

17.2 

weeks  P©r  1,000  total  live  b’’^hs) 

6 


(c)  Early  Neo-Natal  mortality  rate  (deaths 

under  1 week  per  1,000  total  live  births)  14.0 


(d)  Perinatal  mortality  rate  (still  births  and 

deaths  under  one  week  per  1,000 

total  live  and  still  births)  ...  ...  46.7 

(e)  Maternal  mortality  (including  abortion)  Nil. 

({)  Deaths  at  all  ages  346 

Crude  death  rate  per  1 ,000  of  population  11.1 

Adjusted  death  rate  per  1,000  of  population  13.5 


Statistics  for  the  Rural  District  are  shown  in  relation 
to  those  of  the  County  and  England  and  Wales  in  Table  i. 


TABLE  1. 

Comparative  Statistics. 


Birth 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate 

Ennerda'e  R.D. 

...  20.6 

11.1 

29.6 

Cumberland  (Administrative  County) 

...  17.6 

12.3 

22.6 

England  and  Wales 

...  17.4 

12.0 

21.4 

A comparison  of  the  crude  rates  given  in  Table  i shows 
a continuing  high  birth  rate  whereas  that  for  Cumberland 
has  fallen  slightly.  The  infant  death  rate  compares  unfav- 
ourably and  is  the  highest  for  some  years.  Subsequent  tables 
show  the  corrected  rates. 


TABLE  2. 


Birth  Rotes. 


Year 

Number  of  Births 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 
population  : 

Ennerdale  R.D.  England  & Wales 

1957 

608 

21.2 

16.1 

1958 

565 

19.6 

16.4 

1959 

592 

20.4 

16.5 

1960 

602 

20.5 

17.1 

1961 

641 

20.8 

17.4 
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Table  3 shows  death  rates  over  the  past  five  years. 


TABLE  3. 
Death  Rotes 


Year 

Number  of  Deaths 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 
population  : 

Ennerdale  R.D.  England  & Wales 

1957 

286 

11.9 

11.5 

1958 

316 

13.1 

11.7 

1959 

316 

13.0 

11.6 

1960 

348 

14.2 

11.5 

1961 

346 

13.5 

12.0 

Deaths  in  1961  followed  very  closely  the  pattern  of  the 
previous  year  except  for  a substantial  saving  in  cancer  deaths. 
The  number  of  deaths  due  to  disease  of  the  cardiovascular 
system  was  almost  unchanged  and,  as  usual,  deaths  from 
respiratory  disease  were  relatively  few.  Accidents,  including 
motor  accidents,  stood  at  about  the  customary  level. 

No  deaths  took  place  from  maternal  causes.  The  mat- 
ernal mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1961  was  o.:^3 
deaths  per  i ,000  total  live  and  still  births. 

Infant  mortality  rates  are  given  in  Table  4,  and  causes 
of  death  in  Table  3. 


TABLE  4. 

Infant  Death  Rote 


Year 

Number  of 

Infant  Deaths 

Death  Rate  per 
Ennerdale  R.D. 

1,000  live  births  ; 
England  & Wales 

1957 

16 

26 

23 

1958 

12 

21 

23 

1959 

10 

17 

22 

1960 

16 

27 

22 

1961 

19 

30 

21 

Infant  deaths  were  a bleak  spot,  there  being  nearly  twice 
as  many  in  1961  as  in  1959-  The  perinatal  mortality  rate 
rose  in  consequence  and  at  46*7  was  notably  higher  than  the 
County  rate  of  32.4  Considered  in  five  year  periods  there 
is  nevertheless  some  improvement  in  infant  mortality,  though 
not  as  much  as  one  would  like  to  see.  Seventy  thred  infants 
died  from  1957  to  1961,  compared  with  91  in  the  period 
1952  to  1956. 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 Year  of  Age. 
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Cancer  Mortality. 


There  were  deaths  from  cancer,  the  primary  sites 
of  the  lesions  being  shown  in  Table  6. 

TABLE  6. 


Deaths  from  Cancer. 


Location  of  Disease 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Stomach 

8 

2 

lO 

Colon, Caecum,  Rectum 

3 

5 

8 

Panel  eas 

3 

I 

4 

Lung  and  Bronchus 

6 

I 

7 

Uterus 

— 

I 

I 

Breast 

— 

7 

7 

Prostate 

4 

— 

4 

Other  sites 

6 

2 

8 

30 

19 

49 

Cancer  in  ip6i  caused  only  one  seventh  of  all  deaths 
and  mortality  from  this  cause  was  again  significantly  lower 
than  the  national  level.  This  in  part  was  due  to  less  lung 
cancer  than  usual,  a chance  improvement  which  cannot  be 
credited  to  the  pusillanimous  anti-smoking  measures  offered 
to  the  British  public. 

Unfortunately  it  seems  unlikely  that  the  Government 
can  spend  as  much  time,  money  and  technical  expertise,  in 
reducing  tobacco  consumption  as  can  the  manufacturers  in 
increasing  it.  The  heavy  smoker  could  do  worse  for  his 
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family  than  get  his  money  into  tobacco  shares  which,  on 
present  appearances,  are  more  likely  to  remain  in  vigorous 
health  than  he  is  himself. 

The  Cumberland  Motor  Services  have  ao;reed  to  a re- 
quest  by  the  Council,  made  also  by  Whitehaven  Borough, 
to  prohibit  smoking  on  the  lower  decks  of  their  buses  and 
this  beneficial  measure  is  now  in  operation. 

TABLE  7. 

Cancer  Death  Rates. 


Annual  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 
population  : 

Year 

Number  of  Deaths 

Ennerdale  R.D. 

England  & Wales 

1957 

50 

1.73 

2.09 

1958 

48 

1.65 

2.12 

1959 

50 

1.70 

2.14 

1960 

65 

2.18 

2.16 

1951 

49 

1.58 

2.16 
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TABLE  8. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1961. 
Registror-Generars  Classiliccrtion 


Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Syphilitic  Disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parastic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  and  bronc 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  & lymphatic  neopla 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease 
Other  circulatory  disease 
Influenza 
Pneumonia 
Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrheoa 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  disease 
Motor  Vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

Total  (all  causes) 


h 


us 


ms 


Males  Females 


1 


8 

6 


16 

3 

1 

26 

35 

3 

11 

10 

8 

8 

8 


3 

17 

3 

6 


1 

2 

1 

7 
1 

8 

2 

37 

27 

3 

19 

15 

3 

6 

6 

1 

1 

2 


1 

22 

1 

5 

1 


173 


173 


346 
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SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


(a)  Stall. 

There  were  no  changes  in  staff  during  the  year. 

(b)  Laboratory  FacDities. 

Use  is  made  of  the  bacteriological  facilities  at  White- 
haven Hospital  under  the  direction  of  Dr  R.  Dallachy,  and 
of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  the  Cumberland 
Infirmary  directed  by  Dr.  D.  G.  Davies.  Analytical  services 
are  provided  by  Messrs.  Ruddock  and  Sherratt,  Public 
Analysts,  Warrington. 

(c)  Local  Health  Authority  Services. 

Medical  services  provided  under  Part  III  of  the  Nation- 
al Health  Service  Act  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Cumber- 
land County  Council.  Information  about  the  provision  of 
Home  Nursing,  Home  Helps,  Immunisation  and  other  ser- 
vices IS  available  at  the  office  of  the  Senior  Assistant  County 
Medical  Officer,  Area  Health  Office,  Flatt  Walks,  White- 
haven. 


Clinics  are  held  as  follows  : — 


School  Clinic 
Child  Welfare 
Ante-Natal 
Dental 


Frizington 
Mon.  9-30  a.m. 
Mon.  2-00  p.m. 
Wed.  2-00  p.m. 
Tue.  9-30  a.m. 


Egremont 


Cleator  Moor 
Thurs.  9-30  a.m. 

Thurs.  2-00  p.m.  Thurs.  2-00  p.m. 

Wed.  2-00  p.m.  Mon.  9-30  a.m. 


A number  of  ante-natal  clinics  are  conducted  by  general 
practitioners  at  their  own  surgeries  in  conjunction  with  the 
district  midwife. 

Attendance  at  the  consultant  and  other  special  clinics 
at  Flatt  Walks  is  bv  appointment  only.  Sessions  are  held 
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as  follows;  paediatric,  ophthalmic,  ear,  nosa  and  throat,  ortli- 
opacdic,  speech  therapy,  hearing  assessment  and  training, 
and  chiropody.  Orthoptic  treatment  is  given  at  White- 
haven Hospital. 

The  Training  Centre,  Flatt  Walks,  has  65  places  for 
subnormal  children. 

(d)  Hospital  Services. 

Facilities  provided  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  in- 
clude Whitehaven  Hospital,  Flatt  Walks;  120  beds.  Gen- 
eral hospital  services,  except  for  medical  cases,  which  are 
now  admitted  to  the  West  Cumberland  Hospital. 

The  first  stage  of  the  new  West  Cumberland  Hospital 
at  Hensingham  was  completed  and  brought  into  use  in 
December,  1959.  It  is  hoped  that  the  60  bed  orthopaedic 
department  and  the  maternity  hospital  will  be  ready  in  1963, 
and  the  hospital  completed  m 1964.  The  accommodation 
at  present  includes  60  geriatric,  24  medical  and  16  psychiatric 
beds. 

Homewood  Annexe  has  41  beds  for  tuberculosis  and 
diseases  of  the  chest. 

The  Hollins,  Hensingham:  31  beds  Pre-convalescent 
surgical  cases  with  a small  number  of  gynaecological  beds. 

Galemire,  Cleator  Moor : 24  beds  for  the  chronic  sick. 

The  Chest  Clinic  serving  the  area  is  at  St.  Bridget’s 
Lane,  Egremont. 

Part  III  hospital  accommodation  is  available  in  Meadow 
View  House,  Whitehaven  (28  beds)  by  joint  user  agreement 
with  Cumberland  County  Council. 


(e)  National  Assistance  Acts, 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  provisions  of  the  Nation- 
al Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1951. 
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SECTION  C. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

A report  by  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  on  the 
work  of  the  year  has  been  subnaitted  and  will  be  found  at 
the  end  of  this  report. 

Water  Supplies. 

1 he  Council’s  responsibilities  for  water  supplies  were 
transferred  on  ist  October,  1961  to  the  South  Cumberland 
Water  Board  which  consists  of  four  members  each  of  White- 
haven Borough  and  Ennerdale  Rural  District  Councils,  two 
of  Millom  Rural  District  Council  and  one  of  Cumberland 
County  Council.  Owing  to  difficulties  encountered  in  con- 
nection with  setting  up  a new  Statutory  Water  Undertaking 
the  respective  District  Councils  continued  to  act  on  an  agency 
basis  until  ist  April,  1962,  so  that  in  some  fields  there  was 
an  overlap  in  functions  to  begin  with. 

In  this  account  there  is  also  an  overlap,  in  the  sense  at 
least  that  one  action  of  the  Water  Board  taken  in  1962  is 
mentioned  in  view  of  its  importance  even  though  it  is  chrono- 
logically out  of  place.  Otherwise  what  is  described  is  essen- 
tially the  situation  in  the  last  year  in  which  the  District 
Council  were  the  Local  Authority  under  the  Water  Act,  1945 

As  in  the  i960  Report  the  sources  of  the  principal  sup- 
plies with  an  indication  of  quantity  and  quality,  togedier 
with  sampling  results,  are  summarised  in  the  accompanying 
table. 

There  was  no  change  in  the  Worm  Gill  supply,  from 
which  samples  were  almost  uniformly  bad.  Construction  of 
the  Castley  Hill  treatment  works  was  painfully  slow,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  year  the  contractors  still  had  not  installed  the 
chlorinating  plant  though  in  other  respects  the  works  was 
complete.  Furthermore,  increasing  demand,  an  inadequate 
distribution  system  and  abnormal  losses  due  to  defective 
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distribution  mains,  meant  that  the  potential  purifying  effect 
of  storage  in  the  various  service  reservoirs  was  for  the  most 
part  lost.  This  was  the  most  serious  instance  of  hope  deferred, 
though  there  was  the  consolation  that  the  likelihood  of 

D ^ 

human  contamination  at  the  source  could  be  fairlv  discounted. 

Complaints  of  shortage  increased  during  the  year,  adding 
St.  Bees  and  Rottington  to  the  parishes  shown  in  the  table 
as  having  insufficient  supplies.  These  two  parishes  were 
frec|uently  deprived  in  part  of  water  due  to  the  insufficiency 
of  the  mains  on  completion  of  a new  housing  estate,  and  on 
occasion  by  the  casual  filling  of  a private  swimming  bath. 
In  the  Sea  Mill  Lane  area  also  the  extension  of  buildino; 
tipped  the  scale  from  just  adequate  to  inadequate. 

Meadley  reservoir  supplying  Cleator  Moor  just  concluded 
Its  undistinguished  year  of  service  before  giving  place  to  the 
new  Nannycatch  reservoir,  which  now  supplies  Ennerdale 
Lake  water  of  excellent  quality.  The  erratic  chlorinator 
functioned  unsteadilv  through  1961,  and  for  many  weeks 
was  out  of  action  altogether.  Meadley  remains  as  a work- 
horse pumping  the  new  supply  up  to  Nannycatch.  This 
change,  at  the  beginning  of  1962,  is  not  recorded  in  the 
table. 

It  was  anticipated  that  the  completion  in  December,  1961 
of  a new  bins,  main  carrying  Winscales  water  from  Beckermet 
via  Yottenfews  to  Gosforth  would  directly  improve  the  sup- 
ply to  Gosforth  by  supplementing  Gosforth’s  own  supply, 
and  indirectly  benefit  Calderbndge.  This  expectation  was 
not  realised  owing  to  the  unexpectedly  heavy  toll  on  Wind- 
scales  reservoir  which  resulted  from  full  utilisation  of  the 
new  main.  Relatively  minor  works  may  remedy  this,  but 
a boosting  supply  from  Egremont  to  Winscales  will  be  avail- 
able if  necessary. 

Gosforth’s  supply,  known  as  Gosforth  Springs,  now  ap- 
pears in  the  table  as  Gosforth  ^Scale  Beck)  since  the  Spring 
portion  of  the  supply  has  steadily  dwindled  and  has  been 
replaced  almost  entirely  by  untreated  upland  surface  water. 
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Samples  from  this  source  showed  deterioration  due  probahlv 
to  the  introduction  of  cattle  grazing  in  the  gathering  grounds. 
In  1962  the  Water  Board  treated  this  as  an  urgent  problem 
and  installed  chlorinating  plant  with  immediate  improve- 
ment in  quality. 

No  special  heed  has  been  paid  to  the  single  unsatisfactory 
Wastwater  sample.  This  source  is  frequently  sampled  in 
the  Millom  area  with  good  results  almost  invariably,  and 
only  a few  isolated  dwellings  are  supplied  from  the  Wast- 
water main  to  the  Sellafield  W^orks  of  the  United  Kingdom 
Atomic  Energy  Authority.  The  Authority  itself  treats  such 
water  as  it  takes  for  domestic  consumption. 

Shortcomings  during  the  year  have  been  underlined  but 
there  will  soon  be  no  cause  for  concern  about  quality.  When 
the  Worm  Gill  supply  is  treated  there  will  be  no  major 
source  of  water  untreated  in  the  District  save  that  from  Owsen 
Fell,  and  that  yields  impeccable  samples.  The  urban  areas 
and  Northern  Parishes  are  all  well  served  in  quantity  and 
quality,  the  outstanding  need  being  to  improve  distribution 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  District.  The  anxiety  of  Mem- 
bers of  the  Council  on  this  point,  and  with  regard  particularly 
to  the  necessity  of  providing  dairy  farmers  with  a sufficient 
supply  of  wholesome  water,  has  been  voiced  frequently. 
The  Water  Board  is  addressing  itself  with  vigour  to  the 
works  initiated  by  the  Council  in  this  field. 
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Ennerdale  Rural  District  Water  Supplies,  1961. 


Source 

Reservoir 

supplied 

Area  served 

Owsen  Fell 

Boonwood 

95,000  g. 

Distington 

Watch  Hill 

95,000  g. 

Lowca 

Moresby 

96,000  g. 

Moresby 

Gilgarran  Tank 

Pica 

Pica  Tank 

9,400  g. 

Cogra  Moss 

High  Leys 

480,000  g. 

Arlecdon,  Fnzingtcn 

Sheriff's  Hill 

15,000  g. 

Asby 

Frizington  Tower 

4,000  g. 

Ennerdale  Bridge 
(part) 

Lamb  Hill 
(spring) 

Parton  Tank 

5,000  g. 

Parton  (part) 

Ennerdale  Lake 

Parton  (part) 

Egremont  (port) 

Note 

on  Classification  : Class 

I = Excellent. 

Class  II  z=  Satisfactory. 

Note  on  Sampling  : All  samples  were  of  water  delivered  to  consumer 
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General 

Quantity 

assesment  of  ; 
Quality 

No.  of  Bacteriological  Analyses 
and  Classification 

I.  II.  III.  IV. 

Total 

Suiiicient 

Good 

5 

c; 

1 

* 

l:Suificient 

i 

1 

Good 

5 S 

7 

1 

Good 

1 

1 

Sufficient 

Good 

10 

10 

Class  III  :=  Suspicious.  Class  IV  = Unsatisfactory, 

exceo",  where  stated  in  text. 


Elnnerdcde 

Rural  District  Council 

Water  Supplies,  1961 

Source 

Reservoir  supplied 

Area  served 

Worm  Gill 

Wilton 

1,750,000  g. 

Egremont  (part) 

Cold  Fell  Intake 

Haile 

Tank 

Calderbridge 

Pallaflat 

95,000  g. 

Moor  Row 

High  House 

57,000  g. 

St.  Bees 

Hygiene  Place 

50,000  g. 

Rottington 

8,000  g. 

Rottington  (part) 

Winscales  ^ 

500,000  g. 

Beckermet 

Mill  Lane 

15,000  g. 

Coulderton 

Coulderton 

10,000  g. 

Lowside  Quarter 

Meadley 

Kinniside 

4,000,000  g. 

Cleator  Moor 

r 

Gosforth 

Gosforth 

90,000  g. 

Gosforth  (part) 

(Scale  Beck) 

Calderbridge  (port) 

Ponsonby 

2,000  g. 

Ponsonby 

Wast  water 

Gosforth  (part) 

Totals 

Note 

on  Classification  : Class  I 

= Excellent. 

Class  II  = Satisfactory. 

Note 

on  Sampling  : All  samples 

were  of  water  delivered  to  consumer  • 
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(continued) 


General  assesment  of  : No.  of  Bacteriological  Analyses 

Quantity  Quality  and  Classification  Total 

I.  II.  III.  IV. 


Source  ample,  but  Unsatisfactory  4 14  18 

insufficient  supply 
to  Calderbridge, 

Beckermet, 

Lowside  Quarter, 

St.  Bees 
Rottington. 


Insufficient  in 
dry  spells. 

Unsatisfactory  9 

9 

18 

Insufficient. 

Unsatisfactory  4 

rs 

6 

7 

Sufficient 

Satisfactory 

1 

1 

38 

29 

67 

Class  III  =;  Suspicious.  Class  IV.  = Unsatisfactory, 
except  where  stated  in  text. 
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Sewerage, 

The  sewerage  of  the  District  was  reviewed  in  the  1959 
and  i960  Annual  Reports  and  on  the  instruction  of  the  Min- 
ister of  Health  again  receives  particular  mention. 

Northern  Area  (Distington,  Moresby,  Lowca,  Parton). 

It  was  decided  in  i960  to  deal  with  the  Northern  Area 
as  a whole  and,  if  further  investigation  permitted,  to  construct 
a trunk  sewer  with  a new  sea  outfall  at  Parton.  Marine 
surveys  showed  that  the  original  £60,000  scheme  would  not 
have  afforded  adequate  safeguards  against  beach  pollution, 
the  avoidance  of  which  would  have  necessitated  the  provision 
of  storage  tanks  and’  extension  of  the  sea  outfall  to  330  vards 
below  low  water  mark.  The  amended  estimate  of  £112,000 
exceeded  that  for  the  preferred  scheme  of  a full  treatment 
works  at  Parton  discharging  a first  quality  effluent  to  Lov/ca 
Beck.  Accordingly  it  was  resolved  to  provide  a treatment 
works  at  a cost  of  £104,000  to  the  design  of  the  Countv 
Engineer.  A further  review  suggested  that  the  site  would 
be  better  suited  to  installation  of  an  activated  sludge  svstem 
and  this  scheme,  at  a reduced  estimate  of  £95,000,  has  been 
submitted  to  the  Minister  for  approval. 

During  the  year  the  small  sewage  works  at  Moresby 
Parks  was  renovated. 

Central  Area  (Arlecdon,  Fnzington,  Cleator  Moor, 

Cleator,  Bigrigg,  Moor  Row  and  St.  Bees). 

The  ineffectual  treatment  of  the  sewage  of  the  Central 
Area  at  the  Norbeck,  Cleator  and  Linethwaite  works  and 
the  discharge  of  untreated  sewage  on  to  the  shore  at  St.  Bees 
has  been  previously  described,  and  the  first  scheme  to  deal 
with  this  situation  comprehensively  was  submitted  by  the 
Consultant  Engineers  in  1959.  From  an  original  estimated 
cost  of  £129,000  the  required  expenditure  rose  in  the  suc- 
ceeding year  and  a half  to  £289,000,  due  largely  to  the 
length  of  sea  outfall  found  to  be  necessary  along  with  cer- 
tain ancillary  works. 

As  in  the  case  of  the  Northern  Area  it  has  been  decided 
to  turn  to  the  provision  of  full  sewage  treatment,  except  at 
St.  Bees  where  a separate  scheme  is  under  consideration.  A 
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new  works  is  planned  on  the  site  of  the  existing  works  at 
Cleator  Bridge,  and  new  sewers  will  link  to  it  the  districts 
served  hitherto  by  the  Norbeck  and  Linethwaite  works.  The 


Norbeck  and  Linethwaite  Works  will  be  abandoned  and  the 
revised  project  is  expected  to  cost  £21(^,000.  To  this  will  be 
added  the  cost  of  the  St.  Bees  scheme  when  that  is  formu- 
lated. 

It  is  not  easy  to  say  which  part  of  the  Central  Area 
scheme  is  more  urgent  on  health  grounds.  Beach  pollution 
at  St.  Bees  is  the  most  offensive  problem,  and  possibly  such 
health  risks  as  there  are  exceed  those  arising  from  pollution 
of  the  rivers  Keekle  and  Ehen.  Nevertheless  the  major 
scheme  will  directly  improve  the  position  at  St.  Bees  by 
diverting  Linethwaite  sewage  from  Pow  Beck  to  the  new 
works,  and  the  major  scheme  must  be  regarded  as  the  more 
demanding. 


Southern  Area  (Egremont/Braystones). 

Work  on  the  scheme  to  provide  storm  relief  works  for 
this  overloaded  system  at  Pickett  How,  a storm  overflow  at 
Beckermet,  sewer  diversion  at  Warborough  Nook  and  new 
sea  outfall  at  Braystones,  commenced  in  July,  ip6i.  The 
extension  and  improvement  of  sewerage  in  this  area  is  aimed 
at  preventing  flooding  at  times  when  the  existing  sewer  is 
surcharged,  the  reduction  of  pollution  of  the  River  Ehen, 
and  the  elimination  of  offence  from  the  existing  shortened 
and  disintegrating  sea  outfall.  Good  progress  has  been  made 
with  this  ^78,000  scheme. 


MincT  Works. 

Complaints  by  residents  in  the  Kinniside  Place  and 
Croasdale  Avenue  area  of  Cleator  Moor  resulted  from  serious 
surcharging  of  sewers  on  this  housing  estate.  Works  giving 
temporary  relief  were  carried  out  by  agreement  with  the 
Housing  Association  who  developed  the  land,  but  the  area 
requiring  additional  sewerage  is  considerably  more  extensive. 
Plans  are  in  hand  for  a new  sewer  to  serve  adequately  the 
estates  involved. 

A small  privately  developed  estate  in  Beckermet  also 
suffered  a nuisance  from  defective  sewerage.  In  this  instance 
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ten  houses  were  built  and  drained  to  a common  septic  tank 
which  proved  to  be  inadequate  and  in  due  course  overflowed. 
The  builders  were  required  to  extend  the  tank  and  improve 
the  drainage  of  the  percolating  filter,  and  satisfactory  working 
was  thus  obtained. 

When  a Council  does  not  undertake  the  maintenance  of 
septic  tanks  a case  such  as  this  emphasizes  the  particular  un- 
desirability of  such  devices  as  a means  of  dealing  with  the 
foul  drainage  of  a group  of  houses  in  multiple  ownership. 
It  cannot  be  said,  too  often  that  septic  tanks  not  given  regular 
maintenance  are  liable  to  give  rise  to  a nuisance  which  can- 
not be  Ignored,  and  may  be  positively  dangerous.  Arranging 
the  necessary  servicing  is,  however,  another  matter  altogether 
once  the  need  has  been  agreed.  Any  two  owners  faced  with 
a party  expense  rarely  see  eye  to  eye  on  who  should  be  em- 
ployed to  do  the  work,  what  is  a reasonable  cost,  when  or 
how  often  it  should  be  done  arid  who  is  to  arrange  it.  When 
several  owners  are  involved,  some  of  whom  are  convinced 
their  liability  should  be  less  than  that  of  their  neighbours, 
the  difficulties  really  commence. 

Septic  tanks  can  be  put  out  of  sight,  but  the  one  that 
can  be  forgotten  has  yet  to  be  invented.  Those  who  have 
seen  a tank  gassing  merrily  beneath  its  black  crust  of  neglect, 
or  oozing  sullenly  over  the  despairing  land,  are  less  liable  to 
forget  that  septic  tanks  are  not  static  but  dynamic  machines. 
Once  It  has  been  decided  that  there  is  no  alternative  to  septic 
tank  drainage  of  a group  of  houses  not  in  single  ownership, 
the  necessity  to  develop  that  particular  site  should  be  recon- 
sidered. 

From  the  foregoing  account  it  will  be  seen  that  much 
remains  to  be  done,  though  good  headway  has  been  made 
in  the  Southern  Area  and  a vast  amount  of  preliminary  work 
has  been  carried  out  in  the  Central  and  Northern  Areas. 
As  these  schemes  progress  the  next  consideration  will  be  the 
needs  in  Lamplugh,  Rowrah  and  associated  areas.  The  con- 
dition of  works  throughout  the  District  is  summarised  in  the 
following  table,  which  will  be  followed  by  more  detailed 
reports  by  the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor  on  those 
areas  yet  to  receive  attention. 
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ENNERDALE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
SEWAGE  WORKS. 
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Small  Work.s  Cross  Cares  Unsatisfactory. 

Small  Work.s  Kirkland.  Unsatisfactory. 

Asby  North  Tank.  Unsatisfactory. 

Asby  South  Land  irrigation.  Unsatisfactory. 


SECTION  D. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Notifications,  other  than  those  of  tuberculosis,  are 
shown  in  Table  9. 


TABLE  9. 

Infectious  Disease  Notifications. 


Disease 

No.  of  cases 

Notified 

Died 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

— 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

1 

— 

Acute  primary  pneumonia 

9 

— 

Measles 

...  175 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

27 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis,  paralytic 

1 

— 

Dysentery 

1 

— 

Of  the  non-notifiable  conditions  influenza  re-appeared 
at  the  end  of  January,  having  spared  the  District  in  the  prev- 
ious year.  Cleator  Moor  was  first  involved,  followed  by 
Egremont,  but  the  outbreak  was  slight  judging  by  the  mod- 
erate increases  in  the  number  of  new  claims  for  insurance 
benefit,  and  the  severity  mild  according  to  general  practition- 
ers. Within  a month  conditions  were  back  to  normal,  and 
industry  and  schools  alike  were  never  seriously  affected. 

Amongst  notifiable  conditions  the  only  case  meriting 
particular  attention  was  the  occurence  of  a case  of  polio- 
myelitis in  September  This  arose  in  a three  year  old  boy 
who  had  been  ill  for  five  days  before  the  doctor  was  called. 
On  arrival  the  doctor  found  paralysis  of  one  leg  had  already 
developed  and  the  boy  was  admitted  to  hospital  forthwith. 
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The  diagnosis  was  siibseqiicntlv  confirmed,  poliovirus  Type 
I being  isolated. 

The  patient,  bis  father,  and  five  week  old  baby  sister  bad 
not  been  vaccinated,  while  bis  mother  bad  bad  onlv  one 
dose  of  vaccine.  Two  other  sisters  and  a brother,  all  of 
school  age,  bad  been  fully  protected.  All  were  well,  but  the 
father  two  and  a half  weeks  previously  bad  attended  the 
doctor  with  headache,  stiff  neck,  sore  throat  and  a slight 
stomach  upset.  A sample  of  bis  blood  showed  a raised  tttre 
to  Type  I poliovirus.  The  virus  was  recovered  from  the 
stools  of  the  babv,  but  not  from  any  other  member  of  the 
family  except  the  patient. 

The  customarv'  school  exclusions  yvere  enforced  and 
contacts  invcstioated.  Two  children  of  the  next  door  neitrb- 
hour  bad  bad  headaches  and  sore  throats  which  had  kept  them 
off  school  at  the  same  time  as  the  patient  fell  ill.  One  was 
a class  contact  of  a sister  of  the  patient,  the  other  had  no 
school  contact  with  the  affected  family,  which  mattered 
little  anyway  since  all  were  playmates.  Both  these  neigh- 
bour’s chidren  had  been  fully  vaccinated. 

Two  schools  were  involved  as  a result  of  having  children 
from  the  patient’s  family  on  roll.  In  the  village  school  qi 
children  were  at  risk.  The  other  was  a large  secondary 
modern  school,  and  it  was  thou2;ht  necessary  only  to  investi- 
gate  the  class  contacts  of  the  patient’s  sister.  These  num- 
bered 33.  Altogether,  of  84  children,  yy  had  had  three  or 
more  poliomyelitis  injections,  and  another  had  had  two. 
Eleven  of  the  84  were  absentees  and  their  homes  were  visited. 
Two  were  absent  for  domestic  reasons,  but  no  diagnosis  was 
established  in  the  case  of  the  other  nine.  Anv  or  all  mav 

J ^ 

have  had  some  virus  infection,  for  all  claimed  two  or  more 
of  the  symptons,  headache,  common  cold,  sore  throat  or 
“gastric  ’flu.’’  Nevertheless  these  vague  suspects  were  ex- 
cluded from  school  for  appropriate  periods. 

General  enquiry  showed  that  considerable  numbers  of 
adults  in  the  village  had  experienced  sore  throats  and  neck 
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stiffness  in  the  three  preceding  weeks.  The  significance  of 
this  was  a matter  of  o-uesswork  but  it  seemed  likely  that 
poliovirus  had  been  widespread  in  the  district,  and  the  possi- 
bility of  more  paralytic  cases  occurring  was  thought  to  be 
very  real. 

Nevertheless  it  was  decided  not  to  publicise  the  occur- 
ence of  a single  notified  case.  The  exceptionally  good  vac- 
cination state  of  the  school  contacts  of  the  family  was  en- 
couraging and,  indeed,  the  poliomyelitis  immunisation  state 
of  the  Rural  District  was  then  very  good  in  the  schoolchdd 
group.  Figures  of  vaccination  levels  were  55 ^b^  infant 
group,  88%  in  the  3-15  year  old  group  and  50%  in  the 
year  group,  though  only  13%  of  the  23-/10  group  were  pro- 
tected. 

Another  reason  was  shortage  of  vaccine  to  meet  any 
sudden  demand.  At  that  time  the  vaccine  stock  held  in 
West  Cumberland  was  down  to  about  80  doses,  compared 
with  the  thousands  usually  available.  This  was  the  local 
consecjuence  of  national  shortage  arising  from  the  failure  of 
a million  doses  to  pass  potency  tests,  in  addition  to  which 
Liverpool  had  a short  time  previously  used  zjoo,ooo  doses  in 
a major  campaign.  Accordingly  a request  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer  for  additional  stocks  could  be  met  onlv  par- 
tially by  the  Ministry  of  Fdealth. 

The  occurrence  of  the  case  described  is  attributed  quite 
simply  to  failure  to  have  the  child  vaccinated,  but  conditions 
for  spread  within  the  * household  could  hardly  have  been 
bettered.  The  house  was  small,  dark  crowded  and  one  of 
three  remaining  occupied  in  a row  of  condemned  property. 
The  day  before  notification  of  the  case  a workman  sent  to 
stop  a dripping  w.c.  supply  pipe  in  a neighbouring  empty 
house  had  unwittingly  cut  off  the  w.c.  supply  to  two  other 
houses,  one  of  which  was  the  patient’s.  The  Engineer  and 
Surveyor  re-connected  the  water  and  restored  sanitation,  so 
eliminating  another  of  those  hazards  which  are  apt  to  arise 
from  unfortunate  coincidences. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Notifications  in  1961  were  received  as  follows  : ^ — 

TABLE  10. 

Tuberculosis  Notifications 


Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Total 

Male 

13 

1 

14 

Female 

4 

1 

5 

Total  . 

17 

2 

19 

— 

— 

— 

Only  five  years  preyiously  the  District  was  one  of  a 
small  group  of  authorities  with  tuberculosis  incidence  rates 
of  three  or  more  times  the  national  average.  In  1957,  how- 
ever, the  anti-tuberculosis  measures  practised  by  the  Chest 
Physicians  took  a sudden  grip  on  the  situation  and  forced 
down  the  tuberculosis  figures  at  record  speed.  Nineteen 
sixty  showed  a disappointing  increase  in  notifications  but 
1961  saw  another  dramatic  improvement.  There  never  were 
so  few  notifications  before,  and  the  rate  was  on  noddino;  terms 
with  that  for  England  and  Wales. 


TABLE  11. 

Tuberculosis  Incidence. 


Notifications  per  100,000  of  the  Population. 


Respiratory  ; 

Year  Ennerdale.  England  <S 

Wales. 

Non  R? 

Ennerdale 

jspiratcry  : 

England  & 
W ales. 

1956 

221 

71 

17 

9 

1957 

138 

64 

17 

8 

1958 

124 

59 

10 

8 

1959 

72 

57 

10 

7 

1960 

101 

47 

17 

6 

1961 

55 

45 

6 

6 
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The  initial  downward  plunge  stemmed  from  the  em- 
ployment  of  mass  X-ray  which,  as  reference  to  Table  13 
shows,  Yielded  no  cases  from  the  small  survey  made  in  ip6i. 
General  surveys  have  been  replaced  as  a major  source  of  new 
cases  by  general  practitioner  and  hospital  referrals.  Prac- 
titioners now  have  a static  service  available  each  week  in 
Whitehaven  so  that  there  is  ready  access  to  an  X-ray  Unit. 

The  number  of  young  children  exposed  to  tuberculosis, 
as  shown  bv  tuberculin  reactor  rates,  i,<  known  to  have  fallen 

j 

considerably.  This  improvement  extends  through  the  age 
range,  and  Table  12  illustrates  this  m the  13  year  old  group. 
Five  years  ago  the  Xlantoux  skin  test  showed  42%  of  the 
children  as  having  been  exposed  to  infection,  a figure  now 
halved.  B.C.G.  vaccination  of  the  non-reactors  continues, 
and  we  are  now  lookins;  for  earnings  from  the  national  in- 
vestment  in  protection  of  our  young  people  from,  tuberculosis. 
The  prospect  of  dividends  seems  good. 

TABLE  12. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination. 


Year 

No.  of 

children 
eligible 
for  test 

No.  & %age 
of  parents 
consenting 

No. 

tested 

No.  & %age 
Mantoux 
positive 

No. 

Mantoux 

negative 

No. 

given 

B.C.G. 

1955 

..  290 

252  (87%) 

244 

98  (40%) 

146 

144 

1956  . 

..  297 

252  (85%) 

235 

98  (42%) 

137 

137 

1957  . 

..  387 

316  (82%) 

311 

114  (37%) 

197 

195 

1958  . 

..  414 

296  (73%) 

284 

101  (36%) 

183 

182 

1959  . 

..  315 

247  (78%) 

234 

80  (34%) 

154 

152 

1960  . 

..  341 

252  (74%) 

225 

61  (27%) 

159 

155 

1961 

..  416 

336  (81%) 

323 

69  (21%) 

254 

206 

Table  13  IS  the  record  of  ten  splendid  years  of  work  by 
the  Mass  X-ray  Unit,  a decade  which  fortunately  will  never 
be  equalled  again. 
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TABLE  13. 


Mass  X-ray  Statistics. 


New 

active  cases 

Notifications 

Year 

Number  X-rayed 

discovered  by  X-ray 

during  year 

1952 

1,918 

19 

58 

1953 

2,882 

24 

61 

1954 

4,303 

29 

72 

1955 

3,960 

18 

71 

1956 

3,807 

12 

64 

1957 

2,661 

8 

40 

1958 

5,917 

7 

36 

1959 

412 

1 

21 

1960 

1,779 

5 

30 

1961 

511 

— 

17 

Total 

28,150 

123 

470 

Nineteen  sixty  was 

a record 

low  \Tar  for  tuberculosis 

deaths 

and  in  1961  the 

rate  was 

acjain  lower  than  that  lor 

O’ 

Encrland  and  Wales. 

TABLE  14. 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  (Rates  per  million). 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  All  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

England 

England 

Ennexdale. 

& Wales 

Ennexdale 

& Wales. 

No.  of  Death 

Death 

No.  of  Death 

Death 

Year 

Deaths  Rate 

Rate 

Deaths  Rate 

Rate 

1956 

5 170 

110 

6 210 

120 

1957 

4 140 

95 

5 170 

110 

1958 

4 138 

89 

6 206 

100 

1959 

5 170 

77 

5 170 

85 

1960 

0 0 

68 

0 0 

75 

1961 

. . 1 32 

65 

2 64 

72 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR'S  ANNUAL  REPORT 

1961. 


Housing. 

Th9  following  shows  the  housing  position  and  action 
taken  during  the  year  : — 


A.  1.  Total  number  of  occupied  houses  in  the 

district  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9,406 

2.  Total  number  of  occupied  houses  subject 

to  Demolition  Orders,  Closing  Orders  or 
Undertakings  ...  ...  ...  ...  145 

3.  Estimated  number  of  houses  (exclusive  of 
above)  which  are  unfit  for  habitation  and 
cannot  be  made  fit  at  a reasonable  cost  557 

4.  Estimated  number  of  sub-standard  houses 

(exclusive  of  above)  which  could  be  re- 
paired and  made  fit  ...  ...  ...  1,650 

5.  Number  of  houses  found  to  be  over- 
crowded ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 


B.  1.  Waiting  Lists. 

Total  number  of  valid  applications  on 
Council's  waiting  lists,  exclusive  of  those 
living  in  houses  under  A. 2 and  3 above  505 


C.  New  Houses  Completed  During  the  Year. 

1.  By  or  for  the  Council : — 

For  aged  persons  ....  30 

For  Slum  Clearance  ...  62 

— 92 

2.  Private  building  ...  ...  ...  ...  180 

Total  ^^70 
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1.  Number  of  houses  for  which  application 
was  made  by  private  persons  for  Im- 
provement Grants  under  the  Housing 

Acts,  1949  and  1959  ...  ...  ...  73 

2.  Number  of  Houseg  for  which  grants  were 

approved  ....  ...  ...  . • • 67 

3.  Number  of  houses  where  improvements 

were  carried  out  and  grants  paid  ...  43 

4.  Number  of  houses  purchased  or  taken 

over  by  the  Council  with  a view  to  im- 
provement or  conversion  ...  ...  Nil 

5.  Number  of  houses  improved  by  the  Council  ; — 

(i)  With  Grant  ...  ...  ...  3 

(ii)  Without  grant  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Houses  Demolished. 


In  Clearance  Areas  : 

Houses  D solaced  ; 

Demolished  Persons  Families 


Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 

97 

181 

59 

Houses  included  by  reason  of  bad 
arrangement,  etc. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Houses  on  land  acquired  under 
Section  43,  Housing  Act,  1957 

8 

12 

C. 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas  : — 

As  a result  of  formal  or  informal 
procedure  under  Section  17  (1) 
Housing  Act,  1957 

20 

18 

6 

Local  Authority  owned  houses 
certified  unfit  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Unfit  Houses  Closed. 

Number 

Displaced  ; 
Persons  Familii 

Under  Sections  16  (4),  17  (1) 

and  35  (1),  Housing  Act,  1957 

24 

54 

20 

Under  Sections  17  (3)  and  26, 

Housing  Act,  1957 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Parts  of  buildings  closed  under 
Section  18,  Housing  Act,  1957 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

G.  Unlit  Houses  Made  Fit  and  Houses  in  which 


Defects  were  Remedied. 

By  By  Local 
Owner  Authority 

1.  After  informal  action  by  Local  Authority  423  Nil 

2.  After  formal  action  under 

' (a)  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  16  1 

(b)  Sections  9 and  16,  Housing  Act,  1957  10  Nil 

3.  Under  Section  24,  Housing  Act,  1957  ...  5 Nil 


H.  Clearance  Areas. 

Confirmation  of  the  Fnzington  Compulsory  Purchase 
Order  ip6o  was  made  on  the  loth  May. 

Rehousing  from  the  Cleator  Moor  Compulsory  Purchase 
Order  was  completed  and  demolition  of  houses  commenced. 

I.  House  Letting. 

One  hundred  and  thirty  houses  were  let  in  accordance 
with  the  Council’s  “Points  Scheme,  ninety  nine  to  tenants 
and  thirty  one  to  sub-tenants.  Eleven  houses  were  allocated 
to  applicants  nominated  by  the  Council  and  four  houses  were 
let  to  agricultural  workers.  Twenty  families  residing  in 
Council  houses  were  transferred  into  houses  more  suitable 
to  their  needs. 


Improvement  of  Houses  with  Grants. 

A considerable  amount  of  information  on  the  condition 
and  design  of  houses  in  the  district  exists  in  the  offices,  which 
clearly  shows  that  a large  number  of  terraced  houses  could 
easily  be  adapted  to  modern  living  standards,  complete  with 
bathrooms  and  hot  water.  1 he  department  has  made  con- 
siderable effort  to  publicise  improvement  grants,  particularly 
by  personal  calls  on  owner /occupiers.  During  these  inter- 
views It  IS  frec|uently  found  that  in  spite  of  press  and  other 
propaganda  considerable  misunderstanding  exists  and  it  is 
worth  recording  that  any  owner  of  a fit  house  can,  by  right, 
obtain  a standard  grant  of  a maximum  of  to  instal  a 

bathroom  and  internal  sanitation,  and  may  be  able  to  obtain 
up  to  £^oo  in  more  expensive  schemes,  that  there  are  few 
‘strings’  and  that  the  grant  is  not  repayable. 


37 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(a)  Milk: 

TKc  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations  1^60  came 
into  force  on  the  ist  January,  with  the  effect  that  dealers  are 
now'  licensed  hv  the  County  Councih  hut  the  inspection  of 
premises  and  taking  of  samples  is  carried  out  by  the  depart- 
ment by  arrangement. 

There  are  eleven  registered  dairies  in  the  district. 

Of  the  thirty  five  samples  taken  two  were  not  satisfactory. 

(b)  hood  Inspections : 

The  folllowing  table  shows  the  number  and  type  of 
food  premises  in  the  district  and  the  number  of  inspections 
made  : — 

Column  A — shows  the  number  of  inspections  where  the 
premises  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  in  all 
respects. 

Column  B — shows  the  number  of  premises  which  contra- 
vened the  regulations  in  any  respect;  these  were 
dealt  with  verbally  or  by  informal  letter. 


Number  of 

Numb 

ET  of 

Pramises  : 

Premises 

Inspec 

A 

tions 

B 

Shops  and  Stalls 

— 

3 

2 

Butchers 

21 

29 

25 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers 

4 

3 

4 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  • ■ • 

16 

29 

27 

Grocers 

134 

144 

36 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

12 

13 

11 

Confectioners 

26 

6 

4 

Dairies 

Restaurants  and  Food  Preparing 

16 

67 

12 

Premises 

Ice  Cream  Premises  : — 

52 

24 

11 

(a)  Manufacturers 

1 

3 

— 

(b)  Retailers 

108 

45 

13 

Hotels  and  Inns 

107 

21 

23 

Bakehouses 

10 

7 

19 

Slaughterhouses 

1 

135 

1 

Street  Vendors  and  Hawkers  Carts  23 

13 

8 
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Of  the  above  premises  twenty  five  are  registered  for 
the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages,  potted,  pressed, 
pickled  or  preserved  food,  and  one  hundred  and  eight  for 
the  sale  of  ice  cream.  There  is  one  registered  manufacturer 
of  ice  cream,  who  is  very  satisfactory. 

Two  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken,  both  were  grade 


I. 


Condemned  open  food  is  dealt  with  by  incineration, 
tinned  goods  are  either  opened  and  burnt  or  buried  intact. 
The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  food  condemned 
as  unsatisfactorv : — 

Commodity.  Weight  in  Pounds. 


Meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 1 % 

Fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  5% 

Vegetables  ...  ...  ....  2714 

Fruit  ...  ■ 1071/2 

Milk  Products  ...  ...  ...  2IV2 

Soups  ...  ...  •••  ...  10 

Miscellaneous  ....  ...  •••  9% 


(c)  Slaughterhouses : 

There  is  one  licensed  slaughterhouse  in  the  area,  this 
has  been  adapted  to  comply  with  the  Hygiene  and  Preven- 
tion of  Cruelty  Regulations,  1958,  and  is  conducted  in  a 
very  satisfactory  manner. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  carcases  in- 
spected  and  condemned  : — 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

Sheep 

excluding 

and 

Cows  Cows  Calves 

Lambs  Pigs 

Number  killed 

64 

— 

— 

236 

68 

Number  inspected 

64 

— 

. 

236 

68 

Horses 


A'.l  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  — 


Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  5 — --  10  — 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber- 

cu’osis  and  Cysticerci  7.8  — - 4.2  — 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  — — — — 


Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 
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(d)  Meat  Inspection : 

The  following  table  shows  in  tabular  form  disease  found 
other  than  tuberculosis  and  the  amount  of  meat  affected 
and  destroyed  : ■ — 

Weight  in  Pounds 

Abscesses  ...  ...  ■. ..  8% 

Cirrhosis  ...  ...  ...  5 

Distomatosis  ...  ...  ...  7 

Shopis  : — 

There  are  two  hundred  and  ninety  four  shops  in  the 
area,  no  inspections  were  made. 

niihy  and  Verminous  Premises  : 

Sixty  nine  inspections  were  made  to  thirty  two  houses. 
The  method  of  dealing  with  verminous  premises  by  supply- 
ing insecticides,  instructing  occupiers  in  their  use  and  in 
general  principles  of  hygiene,  continues. 

Control  of  Rats  and  Mice : 

The  contract  for  the  treatment  of  the  Council’s  property, 
which  includes  sewers  and  tips  continues  and  is  working 
satisfactorily,  Included  in  the  work  is  the  treatment  of  tips 
during  the  summer  months  against  fly  and  insect  infesta- 
tion. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage: 

Twenty  three  houses  were  converted  from  the  conserv- 
ancy system  to  water  carnage  : — 


Drained  to  : 

Parish 

Main  Sewer 

Septic  Tank 

Cleator  Moor 

2 

— 

Distington 

— 

2 

Ennerdale  and  Kinniside 

— 

8 

Gosforth 

1 

1 

Haile 

— 

2 

Lamplugh 

• » • 

— 

3 

Ponsonby 

1 

— 

Weddicar 

— 

2 

St.  John 

— 

1 

Totals 

4 

19 

41 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

Six  refuse  tips  are  within  the  area,  these  are  situated 

X 

at  Langhorn,  Bigrigg  2,  Cleator  Moor,  Distington,  Prizing- 
ton  and  Moor  Row.  Due  to  development  in  the  area  an 
additional  refuse  vehicle  was  purchased. 

Private  contractors  employed  on  the  collection  of  refuse 
and  privy  contents  have  continued  to  deal  with  sixty  five 
outlying  properties  distributed  in  the  following  parishes  • — 

Egremont  6,  Arlecdon  and  Fnzington  43,  Weddicarzj. 
and  Moresby  10. 

Public  Swimming  Baths. 

There  are  no  public  swimming  baths  in  the  District. 

Water  Supply. 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  houses  and  the  estimated 
population  on  public  supplies  are  shown  in  the  following 
table : — 


Parish 

No. 

No.  of 

Houses 

of  houses  supplied  from  Estimated 
Pub’ic  Water  Mains  : Population 
(a)  Direct  (b)  Stand-pipe  Suppl.ed 

Arlecdon  and  Frizington 

1,267 

1,250 

10 

4,410 

Cleator  Moor 

2,080 

2,078 



7,273 

Distington 

844 

827 

— 

2,794 

Egremont 

2,137 

2,135 

— 

6,952 

Ennerdale  and  Kinniside 

94 

39 

— 

136 

Gosforth 

261 

241 

— 

844 

Haile 

50 

41 

— 

143 

Lamplugh 

210 

183 

— 

640 

Lowca 

288 

287 

— 

884 

Lowside  Quarter 

161 

83 

— 

250 

Moresby 

286 

275 

— 

962 

Netherwasdale 

41 

— 

— 

— 

Parton 

316 

312 

— 

1,092 

Ponsonby 

25 

22 

— 

77 

Rottington 

20 

17 

— 

59 

St.  Bees 

406 

381 

3 

1,334 

St.  Bridget 

186 

149 

— 

521 

St.  John 

513 

512 

— 

1,792 

Weddicar 

122 

110 

5 

402 
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Moveable  Dwellings. 

Caravan  Sices  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  i960. 

During  the  year  eighteen  caravan  sites  'svere  licensed,  of 
these  eleven  were  for  single  caravans  and  the  other  seven 
were  licensed  to  provide  standings  for  three  hundred  and 
fifty  two  caravans. 


Other  Inspections. 


The  following  table  is  a summary  of  inspections  carried 
out  not  appearing  in  another  part  of  the  report  and  not 
calling  for  special  consideration  : — 


Water  Supply 
New  Drainage 

Stables  and  Piggeries  

Public  Conveniences 

Places  of  Entertainment  

Refuse  Collection 

Refuse  Disposal 

Building  Byelaws 

Nuisances 

Sewerage 

Insect  Infestation 

Number  of  houses  inspected 

Number  of  inspections  made  to  houses 

Visits  re.  Disinfection  

Miscellaneous  Infectious  Disease  inspections 

Number  of  Properties  inspected  under  the 
Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act 

Number  of  inspections  made  to  Properties  under 
the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  . . . 

Number  of  inspections  made  under  the 
Clean  Air  Act 

Improvement  Grant  Inspections 
Miscellaneous  inspections 


324 

214 

32 

II 

I 

9 

73 

157 

80 

108 

25 

1,127 

1,839 

1 

15 

186 

237 

8 

64 

791 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 


1.  Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number 

on 

Regis'er 

Inspec- 

tions 

Number  of  ; 

Writ  en  Prose- 

Notices  cuhons 

1.  Factories  without 

Mechanical  power 

10 

1 

— 

— 

2 Factories  with 

Mechanical  power 

75 

2 

— 

— 

3 Other  Premises 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

89 

3 

— 

— 

2.  Defects  found 

in  Factories,  Workshops  and 

Workplaces. 

Number  of  casrs 

> in  which  Defects 

were  ; — 

Referred 

to 

H.M. 

by  H.M. 

Prose- 

Found  Remedied  Inspector 

Inspector 

cutions 

Want  of  Cleanliness 







_ 

Overcrowding 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

Temperature 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 

Ventilation 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage 

of  floors 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

Defective 

— 1 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separated 

for  Sexe.s 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Offences 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

r 

j' 
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